
 
 
Summer Reading Packet for Students Starting English 7 

2017 - 2018 
 
This packet includes the book lists for English summer reading and the related assignments. 
Students should read at least one book from List #1 and one book from List #2. Each student 
should have access to paper or electronic copies of each book so that they can refer to them in 
English class. Happy reading!  
 

 
 

Summer Reading Checklist to Complete for the First Day of School 
 

Read a Book from List #1  

Complete Assignment #1: 
Prepare for Book Club 

Meeting 

 

Read a Book from List #2  

Complete Assignment #2: 
Write a Book Review 

 

Bring Paper or Electronic 
Copies of BOTH Books to 

English Class 

 

 
 

 
 

“Reading brings us unknown friends.” 
--Honore de Balzac 

   
 



English 7 Summer Reading List #1:  
 
Read ONE of these books and complete Assignment #1 (Prepare for a Book Club Meeting) 
before the first day of school. Bring your paper copy of the book with you to English Class! 
 
Counting by 7s by Holly Goldberg Sloan 
Willow Chance is a twelve-year-old genius, obsessed with nature and diagnosing medical 
conditions, who finds it comforting to count by sevens. When her world is tragically changed by 
the loss of her adoptive parents in a car crash, she is alone in a baffling world. But this book is 
not a tragedy; this odd, but endearing, girl manages to push through her grief. That becomes 
crucial to her avoiding life in a group home—an environment that could be disastrous for an 
unusual child like her. Luckily, she finds new friends who are compelled to protect her: Mai and 
her family, who live in the garage behind the nail salon they own, and Willow’s slouch of a 
guidance counselor, Dell. Together they learn lessons about resourcefulness, community, and 
true resilience in the face of loss.  
 
The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton 
Ponyboy is pretty sure that he’s got things figured out. He knows he can count on his brothers 
Darry and Sodapop and his friends, a group known as The Greasers. He can’t count on much 
else because of the Socs, a vicious gang of rich kids whose idea of a good time is beating up on 
Greasers like Ponyboy. At least he knows what to expect -- until the night someone takes things 
too far. This classic young adult novel about a boy who finds himself on the outskirts of regular 
society turns 50 years old this year, and it continues to remain as powerful today as it was the 
day it was first published. 
 
A Mango-Shaped Space by Wendy Mass 
Thirteen year old Mia Winchell has always seen colors in sounds, numbers, and letters, a fact 
she has kept secret since the day she discovered that other people don’t have this ability. She 
discovers she has a rare condition called synesthesia, the mingling of perceptions whereby a 
person can see sounds, smell colors, or taste shapes. While struggling in school in math and 
French, she pursues her curiosity about her condition by attending research gatherings with 
other synesthetes. When she is forced to reveal her condition, she must look to herself to 
develop an understanding and appreciation of her gift in this unique novel. 
 
 
  

 



Name _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Grade 7 Summer Reading Assignment #1 - Prepare for a Book Club Meeting 
 

Which book did you read? (circle one) 
 

Counting by 7s The Outsiders         A Mango-Shaped Space 

 
1. What is a part of the book that you would like to share with your group? (Please note the 

page number.) Explain why you picked this part to share. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What is a part of the book that created a strong image for you? Write down a few lines 
from the text here. Note which words or phrases were particularly vivid for you. Then 
draw a picture on a separate piece of paper of what you were able to visualize from this 
part of the book. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

3. Write three questions you have about the book to ask your group members. 
 
 
 
 
  

 



English 7 Summer Reading List #2: 
  

Read ONE of these books and complete Assignment #2 (Write a Book Review).  Bring your 
paper copy of the book with you to English Class!  
 
Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson (fiction) 
As the Revolutionary War begins, thirteen-year-old slave Isabel wages her own fight...for freedom. Will 
she spy on behalf of America to win her freedom or remain in chains forever? 
 
Ship Breaker by Paolo Bacigalupi (fiction) 
Nailer, a teenage boy, works as a copper scavenger in a futuristic America that is flooded and running out 
of fuel. While scavenging, he discovers an exquisite ship with a mysterious and wealthy lone survivor who 
could lead him to a better life. 
 
A Girl Named Disaster by Nancy Farmer (fiction) 
Nhamo lives in a traditional village in Mozambique, where she doesn’t quite fit in. When her family tries to 
force her into marrying a cruel man, she runs away to Zimbabwe. What should have been a short boat trip 
across the border turns into a dangerous year-long adventure, and Nhamo must summon her innermost 
courage to ensure her survival. 
 
Howl’s Moving Castle by Diana Wynne Jones (fiction) 
Sophie has the great misfortune of being the eldest of three daughters, destined to fail miserably should 
she ever leave home to seek her fate. But when she unwittingly attracts the ire of the Witch of the Waste, 
Sophie finds herself under a horrid spell that transforms her into an old lady. Her only chance at breaking 
it lies in the ever-moving castle in the hills: the Wizard Howl's castle.  
 
The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway (fiction) 
Told in language of great simplicity and power, this is the story of an old Cuban fisherman, down on his 
luck, and his supreme ordeal -- a relentless, agonizing battle with a giant marlin far out in the Gulf Stream.  
 
Trash by Andy Mulligan (fiction) 
In an unnamed developing country, in the not-so-distant future, three “dumpsite boys” make a living 
picking through the mountains of garbage on the outskirts of a large city. One unlucky/lucky day, Raphael 
finds something very special and very mysterious. Deciding to keep it, the boys are faced with solving a 
mystery and righting a terrible wrong. 
 
Bound by Donna Jo Napoli (fiction) 
Xing Xing is bound: bound to her late father’s family; bound to a life of servitude in ancient China; bound 
to be alone, with no parents. Even so, Xing Xing is content to practice her gift for poetry and calligraphy 
and dream of a life unbound by the laws of family and society. Soon the greed of her stepmother 
threatens her memories of the past as well as her dreams of the future. 
 
Habibi by Naomi Shihab Nye (fiction) 
The day after Liyana got her first real kiss, her life changed forever. Not because of the kiss, but because 
it was the day her father announced that the family was moving from St. Louis all the way to Palestine. 
Though her father grew up there, Liyana knows very little about her family's Arab heritage. It isn't until she 
meets Omer that her homesickness fades. But Omer is Jewish, and their friendship is silently forbidden in 
this land. 
 

 



 
Left for Dead by Pete Nelson (nonfiction) 
When the USS Indianapolis was torpedoed by a Japanese submarine during WWII, the ship sank, and 
more than 1,000 men were thrown into shark-infested waters. Those who survived struggled to stay afloat 
in shark-infested waters, but the United States Navy did not even know they were missing. The Navy 
needed a scapegoat for this disaster, so it court-martialed the captain. The survivors knew that their 
captain was not to blame, and they worked to clear his name, even after his untimely death. It was not 
until an 11-year-old boy named Hunter Scott and his history fair project entered the picture that honor was 
restored to all involved. 
 
Now is the Time for Running by Michael Williams (fiction) 
Deo and his friends play soccer in the dusty fields of Zimbabwe, cheered on by Deo's older brother, 
Innocent. One day soldiers arrive and Deo and Innocent are forced to run for their lives, fleeing their 
village for the distant promise of safety in South Africa. Along the way, they face the prejudice and poverty 
that greet refugees everywhere. Eventually Deo finds hope, joining dozens of other homeless, displaced 
teens on the World Cup Street Soccer team--a possible ticket out of extreme hardship to a new life. 
 
The Devil’s Arithmetic by Jane Yolen (fiction) 
Hannah is tired of holiday gatherings. All her family ever talks about is the past. In fact, it seems to her 
that's what they do every Jewish holiday. But this year's Passover Seder will be different; Hannah will be 
mysteriously transported into the past, and only she knows the unspeakable horrors that await. 
 
The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind, Young Reader’s Edition by William Kamkwamba (nonfiction) 
When a terrible drought struck William Kamkwamba's tiny village in Malawi, his family lost all of the 
season's crops, leaving them with nothing to eat and nothing to sell. William began to explore science 
books in his village library, looking for a solution. There, he came up with the idea that would change his 
family's life forever: he could build a windmill. Made out of scrap metal and old bicycle parts, William's 
windmill brought electricity to his home and helped his family pump the water they needed to farm the 
land. 
 
  

 



Name _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Grade 7 Summer Reading Assignment #2 - Write a Book Review 
 

Which book did you read? (circle one) 
 

Chains Ship Breaker A Girl Named Disaster Howl’s Moving Castle 
 

The Old Man and the Sea The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind Trash Bound
 

Left for Dead Habibi Now is the Time for Running The Devil’s Arithmetic 
 

 
Your task is to write a short review of the book you read. 
 
Paragraph 1:  BRIEFLY summarize your book 
 

● Include details about characters, setting, major conflicts/challenges and at least 
one theme of the story. 

● Include the name of the text and the author in the first paragraph! 
● Avoid spoilers! 

 
Paragraph 2: Your opinion and recommendation 

● Explain how you viewed the book and whether you liked it. Here are some 
questions that can guide you, but you don’t have to answer them all: 

○ What did you like?  
○ What did you think worked well?  
○ What didn’t you like?  
○ What might you have changed, or what do you wish had been written 

differently?  
○ What were the most interesting parts of this book for you?  
○ What was it in the story that made you feel this way? 

● Recommendation 
○ Would you recommend this book to others? Why or why not?  

 
Your book review should be typed. Proofread it for correct spelling, punctuation, and 
capitalization.  

 


