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History – Grade 9 
 
Course Overview 
Grade 9 History is a one-semester course that explores the Age of Revolution with in-depth study of the 
U.S. War of Independence, the writing of the U.S. Constitution, the French Revolution and Napoleon. The 
course also focuses on historical research, the problems of historical analysis, and the evaluation of 
documents and resources. 
 
The course strengthens critical thinking skills and helps students construct additional meaning from 
historical events and the way they are interpreted. Interdisciplinary connections are made whenever 
applicable. Students continue to sharpen skills that enable them to differentiate between fact and opinion, 
cause and effect, and multiple perspectives. Skill development focuses on research methodology, close 
reading, source analysis, and formal writing. 
 
This course encourages students to: 

• study history from an international viewpoint, and specifically to be familiar with the history of the 
late 18th century; 

• develop an understanding of, respect for, and tolerance of different cultures, beliefs and 
traditions; 

• develop an understanding of and an ability to apply historical method, including an understanding 
of different historical interpretations; 

• develop a sense of social and civic responsibility, a concern for justice, and respect for the search 
for peaceful solutions to problems; and 

• explore the responsibilities of being an ethical actor in the world. 
 

Content / Units of Study 
The following topics are explored over the course of the semester: 

• the study of history, research and historical analysis; and 
• an exploration of the nature of revolution and the core meaning of democratic government, 

through a study of: 
o rebellion and revolution in British North America and the establishment of constitutional 

government in the United States of America; 
o The French Revolution and its global legacy. 

 
Assessment 
A WIS semester grade includes a variety of assessment tasks, including projects, quizzes, tests and 
class participation. The numbers on the grading scale represent the following values: 7-Excellent, 6-Very 
Good, 5-Good, 4-Satisfactory, 3+ and below-Failing. 
 
Assessment criteria developed by the US History teachers are used in evaluating major assignments. 
Informal ongoing assessment takes place in every class. 
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Geography – Grade 9 
 
Course Overview 
This course, which lasts one semester, aims to have students develop: 

• understanding of world geography; 
• understanding of geographical issues at various scales; 
• geographical skills; and 
• the ability to apply concepts and skills to interpret geographical issues. 

  
Content / Units of Study 
The course is organized around five major units: 

• population distribution and density; 
• migration; 
• geography research and essay writing on forced migration; 
• urbanization and urban planning; and 
• lithospheric hazards and management. 

 
By the end of the semester, students will be expected to: 

• recognize spatial patterns from maps  
• develop a solid research essay  
• produce an essay with in-text citations   
• use case studies to answer questions  
• use and interpret data from graphs to answer questions 

 
Assessment 
A WIS semester grade includes a variety of assessment tasks, including projects, quizzes, tests and 
class participation. The numbers on the grading scale represent the following values: 7-Excellent, 6-Very 
Good, 5-Good, 4-Satisfactory, 3+ and below-Failing. 
 
Assessment criteria developed by the US S4 Department are used in evaluating major assignments.  
 
Informal ongoing assessment takes place in every class. 
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English (Language A) – Grade 9 
 
Course Overview 
In English 9, a year-long course, the aims are to have students: 

• respond reflectively and critically to a variety of texts; 
• communicate effectively and appropriately in speech and writing for a variety of purposes, 

showing an awareness of audience; 
• develop an appreciation of stylistic choices and the writing process: planning, drafting, revising, 

and editing; and 
• explore areas of universal human concern, thus leading to a greater understanding of themselves 

and others. 
 
Content / Units of Study 
The course will pursue the following areas of concentration: 
Writing Domains—analytical, persuasive, creative, and informative, with a focus on planning and drafting 
(formats include commentary, expository essay, short story, poetry, pastiche, report and reviews)  
Oral Work—group discussion, speech, oral commentaries, dramatic readings and formal presentation 
 
Examples of literary texts taught during the year are:  
Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck 
An Inspector Calls by J.B. Priestly 
The Merchant of Venice by William Shakespeare 
Night by Elie Wiesel 
Selected poems and stories 
 
Assessment 
A WIS semester grade includes a variety of assessment tasks, including projects, quizzes, tests and 
class participation. The numbers on the grading scale represent the following values: 7-Excellent, 6-Very 
Good, 5-Good, 4-Satisfactory, 3+ and below-Failing. 
 
Assessment criteria developed by the US English Department are used in evaluating major assignments.  
 
Informal ongoing assessment takes place in every class. 
 
Assessment rubrics are tailored to specific tasks as appropriate. Students will sit a final exam at the end 
of the year. 
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Dutch (Language A) – Grade 9 
 

Course Overview 
The Dutch program at WIS has two main goals: to ensure native Dutch speakers maintain and improve 
their language ability, especially for those who must re-enter the Dutch school system; and to prepare 
students for the demanding Dutch language courses in the IB Diploma Program. Students follow a 
comprehensive curriculum and receive individual attention. Small multi-level classes encourage a highly 
individualized approach. Thinking skills are developed as well as specific language skills. 
 
Through the curriculum and enrichment activities such as films, field trips to museums and special events, 
students aim for a true understanding of the Dutch-speaking world’s customs, beliefs and culture, as well 
as a tolerance for others’ customs, beliefs and cultures. 
 
Content / Units of Study 
In Dutch 9, a year-long course for native speakers, literary study receives more attention. Students 
explore different writing techniques and develop an understanding of various literary genres. Vocabulary 
building, spelling and grammar remain an important part of the curriculum. Students will collect 
representative pieces of written work in a portfolio. 
 
Reading lists and text may include: 
Op nieuw niveau 3  
Isabelle by T. de Loo 
Rico’s vleugels by R. Peper 
De kleine blonde dood by B. Büch 
Het gouden ei by T. Krabbé 
Zilver of het verlies van onschuld by A. van Dis 
Gebr. by T. van Lieshout 
Ongelukkig verliefd by I. Dro 
Vallen by A. Provoost 
De moeder van David S by Y. Keuls 
Quarantaine by G.L. Durlacher 
Desnoods met geweld by J. de Zanger 
 
Assessment 
A WIS semester grade includes a variety of assessment tasks, including projects, quizzes, tests and 
class participation. The numbers on the grading scale represent the following values: 7-Excellent, 6-Very 
Good, 5-Good, 4-Satisfactory, 3+ and below-Failing. 
 
Assessment of student learning is criterion-referenced. Students will receive all relevant rubrics in 
advance and should not hesitate to ask if they have any questions about how they are being assessed.   
 
Informal ongoing assessment takes place in every class. 
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Mathematics – Grade 9 
(Regular and Advanced Mathematics are on offer in grade 9.) 

 
Course Overview 
The aims of this year-long course are to enable students to: 

• develop a feel for numbers, carry out calculations and understand the significance of the results 
obtained; 

• solve problems, present the solutions clearly and check and interpret the results; 
• develop the ability to reason logically, to classify, to generalize and to prove; 
• acquire a foundation appropriate to the further study of mathematics and of other disciplines; and 
• develop mathematical knowledge and oral, written and practical skills in a way that encourages 

confidence and provides satisfaction and enjoyment. 
 
Content / Units of Study 
The course consists of the study of five core topics as well as a mathematical exploration. 
 
The core requirements are: 

• Number and Algebra 
• Functions and Equations 
• Circular Functions and Trigonometry 
• Geometry 
• Statistics and Probability 

 
An individual exploration will employ quadratic models as part of a piece of written work. The analysis will 
be based on data provided. The assessment will be criteria-based and scored as one unit test. 
 
Assessment  
A WIS semester grade includes a variety of assessment tasks, including projects, quizzes, tests and 
class participation. The numbers on the grading scale represent the following values: 7-Excellent, 6-Very 
Good, 5-Good, 4-Satisfactory, 3+ and below-Failing. 
 
Assessment criteria developed by the US Mathematics Department are used in evaluating major 
assignments.  
 
Informal ongoing assessment takes place in every class. 
 
On average, students can expect six tests per semester, as well as several quizzes. The last test of each 
semester will be a broad-based cumulative test. Pop quizzes based on the previous class’s assignment 
can be expected. 
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Biology – Grade 9 
 
(In grades 9-10, students choose to take two of three sciences—Biology, Chemistry and Physics—
for one semester each. They have the option of taking a third science as an elective in grades 9-
10.) 
 
Course Overview 
This course aims to have students:  

• develop an understanding of biological knowledge comprising facts, principles and concepts; 
• develop practical and analytical skills as a result of involvement in scientific activity; 
• develop the ability to communicate scientific ideas effectively; and 
• develop appreciation and respect for all forms of life and the unique position of humans within 

such an interacting system. 
 
Content / Units of Study 
The course is organized along the following topics: 
 
Reproduction—Students will investigate various types of reproduction, including those in plants and 
bacteria as well as aspects of human reproduction and reproductive systems. 
 
Neurobiology—In addition to structure and function of the nervous system, aspects of behavior and 
learning are also investigated. 
 
Human Systems—One of the human body systems is investigated in depth and tied to the overall aims of 
the course. 
 
Assessment 
A WIS semester grade includes a variety of assessment tasks, including projects, quizzes, tests and 
class participation. The numbers on the grading scale represent the following values: 7-Excellent, 6-Very 
Good, 5-Good, 4-Satisfactory, 3+ and below-Failing. 
 
Assessment criteria developed by the US Science Department are used in evaluating major assignments.  
 
Informal ongoing assessment takes place in every class. Throughout the course connections to other 
subjects and general knowledge are explored. 
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Chemistry – Grade 9 
 

(In grades 9-10, students choose to take two of three sciences—Biology, Chemistry and Physics—
for one semester each. They have the option of taking a third science as an elective in grades 9-
10.) 
 
Course Overview 
This course aims to: 

• promote the understanding of chemistry within the world that we inhabit; 
• assist in the development of the student’s ability to deduce, observe and interpret chemical 

reactions in the laboratory; and 
• encourage a wider interest in chemistry as a science and appreciate the chemical nature of 

everyday objects and processes. 
 
Content / Units of Study 
The following topics will be explored:   
 

Formulae, Equations, and Classifying Reactions - briefly reviewing concepts covered in grade 8. 

Solubility - studying the solubility of salts in water as well as the intermolecular forces between 
molecules. 

Metals - studying the properties of metals as well as the reactivity series of metals. Once the 
Reactivity Series is understood, it will be applied to the extraction of less reactive and more 
reactive metals. 

Moles - studying chemical reactions quantitatively. 

 
Several major projects call on students to use creative and cross-disciplinary approaches, including: 

• Metal Art Project 
• Memory Metal Project 
• Essay:  What is the global importance of recycling metals? 

 
Assessment 
A WIS semester grade includes a variety of assessment tasks, including projects, quizzes, tests and 
class participation. The numbers on the grading scale represent the following values: 7-Excellent, 6-Very 
Good, 5-Good, 4-Satisfactory, 3+ and below-Failing. 

Assessment criteria developed by the US Science Department are used in evaluating major assignments.  

Informal ongoing assessment takes place in every class. Throughout the course connections to other 
subjects and general knowledge are explored. 
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Physics – Grade 9 
 
(In grades 9-10, students choose to take two of three sciences—Biology, Chemistry and Physics—
for one semester each. They have the option of taking a third science as an elective in grades 9-
10.) 
 
Course Overview 
This course aims to have students: 

• acquire a sufficient understanding and knowledge of the principles of physics in order to become 
confident citizens in a technological world and recognize the usefulness and limitations of science 
in everyday life; 

• develop conceptual and practical skills as a result of involvement in scientific investigations; and 
• develop the ability to analyze scientific information critically and communicate scientific ideas 

effectively. 
 
Content / Units of Study 
The following topics will be the focus of Physics 9: 

• Motion and Forces—speed, velocity, acceleration, Newton’s laws, force, momentum 
• Work and Energy—kinetic energy, potential energy, conservation of energy and energy 

resources, work and power 
• Thermal Physics—temperature scales, heat energy, heat capacity and latent heat 
• Electricity—voltage, current, resistance, circuits 
• Nuclear Physics—structure of atoms, isotopes, radioactive decay, half life, nuclear fission and 

fusion, nuclear reactors, the benefits and risks associated with nuclear power 
 
Assessment  
A WIS semester grade includes a variety of assessment tasks, including projects, quizzes, tests and 
class participation. The numbers on the grading scale represent the following values: 7-Excellent, 6-Very 
Good, 5-Good, 4-Satisfactory, 3+ and below-Failing. 
 
Assessment criteria developed by the US Science Department are used in evaluating major assignments.  
 
Informal ongoing assessment takes place in every class. Throughout the course connections to other 
subjects and general knowledge are explored. 
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Languages – Grade 9 
 
The language program in grade 9 focuses on written and oral communication. The more advanced 
courses, intended for native and near-native speakers, put emphasis on reading and interpreting literature 
in the target language. Enrichment activities enhance the academic program throughout the year.  
 
Advanced and Advanced Intermediate courses are on offer in French and Spanish; Chinese is offered at 
the intermediate level; and Spanish Foundation is offered for beginners or near-beginners.  
 
Dutch is offered at the Language A level (see page 4 for details). 
 
Tutored language instruction can be arranged through the school, at an extra cost to the family. 
 
A WIS semester grade includes a variety of assessment tasks, including projects, quizzes, tests and 
class participation. The numbers on the grading scale represent the following values: 7-Excellent, 6-Very 
Good, 5-Good, 4-Satisfactory, 3+ and below-Failing. 
 
Assessment criteria developed by the World Languages Department are used in evaluating major 
assignments.  
 
Informal ongoing assessment takes place in every class.  
 
 

NINTH GRADE LANGUAGE OPTIONS OVERVIEW 
Target Second Language Other Language Options 
French or Spanish A 
for fluent or native speakers 
5 periods per cycle 

Continuation of Chinese as an additional language 

French or Spanish B 
for students who have had 
several years of instruction in 
the target language 
5 periods 

Continuation of Chinese as an additional language 

Spanish Foundation 
for beginners 
5 periods 

 

 
Chinese B 
for students who have had 
several years of instruction in 
Chinese 
5 periods 

Continuation of French or Spanish as an additional language 

 
Dutch A 
5 periods 

Continuation of French or Spanish as an additional language 
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Physical Education/Life Skills – Grades 9-10 
 
Course Overview 
The aims of the Physical Education course are to improve physical fitness: muscular strength, flexibility, 
muscular endurance, body composition, and cardiovascular endurance. 
 
The Life Skills program builds on the Middle School Health program and deals with a broad spectrum of 
important topics in an integrated and holistic way. The ultimate goal is to facilitate the development of 
healthy attitudes and to increase students’ knowledge of critical issues they are facing as adolescents. 
 
Students in grades 9-10 take three hours of Physical Education and two of Life Skills per 8-day cycle. 
(Life Skills lasts one semester only; in the other semester, in lieu of Life Skills, a Grade 9 Seminar on 
various topics is required.) 
 
Content / Units of Study 
The following are examples of the units offered in PE during the school year. 

• Various games 
• Badminton 
• Tennis 
• Basketball 
• Flag Football 
• Soccer 
• Volleyball 
• Team Handball 
• Track and Field 
• Weight Lifting 
• Physical Education and Technology 
• Nutrition 
• Hydration 
• Hygiene 
• Injury Prevention 
• Conditioning 
• Yoga 
• Martial Arts 

 
In grade 9 Life Skills, among topics explored are emotional intelligence, identity, relationships, effective 
communication, growing up online and gender roles. 
 
Assessment 
A WIS semester grade includes a variety of assessment tasks. The numbers on the grading scale 
represent the following values: 7-Excellent, 6-Very Good, 5-Good, 4-Satisfactory, 3+ and below-Failing. 
 
Assessment criteria developed by the PE Department are used in evaluating major assignments in PE. In 
Life Skills, students receive a pass/fail grade. 
 
Informal ongoing assessment takes place in every class. 
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Explanation of Elective Courses – Grade 9 
 
In grade 9 students have two elective course blocks and can choose from the following selection: Visual 
Arts (2-D or 3-D); Music (Instrumental or Choral and Vocal); Drama; Design Technology; Computer 
Programming, Systems and Robotics; Digital Design; Photography and Film; Journalism; or Chinese (see 
Languages on page 9). All of these courses last one semester, except Chinese, which is a year-long 
course.  
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Visual Arts – Grade 9 
 
Course Overview / Content 
There are two separate Visual Arts electives in grade 9: 2-D Art and 3-D Art. Each lasts one semester. 
 
The major emphases in 2-D Art are: 
Visual Expression—The emphasis is on understanding the concept of balance in artworks.  Students will 
apply the basic elements of design to a variety of paintings, drawings, collage, etc. These principles will 
be explored through the use of black and white and color applications using dry and wet media. Students 
are encouraged to consider how their approach affects the outcome and to be risk takers in their work. 
Artists and art movements relevant to projects are studied (e.g., Richard Diebenkorn, Rangoli, Wayne 
Thiebaud, Japanese Block Printing). 
 
Technique—Students begin the year by investigating principles of abstract design as well as 
observational drawing. Projects include line drawing, design of a balanced composition using geometric 
shapes, application of value using dry and wet media, use of negative space as a design element, the 
mixing and application of paints in black and white as well as color, and collage as a design tool. 
 
The major emphases in 3-D Art are: 
Visual Expression—The emphasis is on basic principles of design and skill building. Students study 
balance as a basis for all sculptural forms. This idea is expanded when applying the principles to new 
materials and forms. Students are encouraged to develop a vocabulary of sculptural terms to enrich 
analytical skills. Artists and art movements relevant to projects are studied (e.g., Richard Sierra, David 
Smith, Nancy Holt, Andy Goldsworthy). 
 
Technique—Students begin exploring the ideas of physical and visual balance by building a structure 
made up of geometric forms. Throughout the year the students will investigate the nature of three 
dimensional forms while working with cardboard, clay, plaster, wire, etc. Plans and ideas are worked out 
through the use of thumbnail sketches and maquettes. The way that surface texture and color affects the 
overall balance will also be explored. 
 
Assessment 
A WIS semester grade includes a variety of assessment tasks, including projects, quizzes, tests and 
class participation. The numbers on the grading scale represent the following values: 7-Excellent, 6-Very 
Good, 5-Good, 4-Satisfactory, 3+ and below-Failing. 
 
Assessment criteria developed by the Arts and Design Department are used in evaluating major 
assignments. 
 
In Visual Arts, group critiques are used to allow students to give and receive feedback in an objective 
manner. They will decide how well the work succeeds at solving the problems presented and what they 
might do differently the next time. The use of subject specific language is expected. 
 
Students will use their small sketchbook/journals to record written reflections, work out ideas and 
research relevant artists.  
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Instrumental Music – Grades 9-10 
 
Course Overview 
The aim of this course is to instill in students an understanding and appreciation of music that will enable 
them to be lifelong participants in music. The course provides students an opportunity to express 
themselves musically on a chosen instrument for serious music study and recreational playing, 
developing music reading and playing skills and providing a variety of instrumental ensemble 
experiences. The following are specific aims: 

• to become familiar with the standard repertoire for the particular instrument and ensemble 
combinations and to perform standard repertoire whenever feasible; 

• to perform with different combinations of instruments; 
• to perform a variety of musical styles and cultures; 
• to develop reading and listening skills; 
• to develop playing and performance skills; and 
• to develop ensemble skills. 
 

Content / Units of Study 
Throughout the course, students will:  

• read through a variety of works appropriate for given instrumentation and playing levels of 
students; 

• choose pieces for intensive study and execute a performance which demonstrates playing 
technique, rhythmic accuracy, musical expression through dynamics, stylistic interpretations, 
phrasing, tempo and sense of ensemble; 

• choose progressively challenging music to expand musical development on given instrument and 
ensemble skills; 

• perform regularly throughout the year: in class, two performances per semester; in public 
performance at lunchtime, Winter and Spring Concerts; for school functions and outside WIS for 
community service; and 

• complete a Portfolio Project by choosing a performance or a piece that exemplifies the best 
sample of work, perform it on video if not already on tape, and write a self-assessment and 
reflection of the performance and its process. 

 
Assessment 
A WIS semester grade includes a variety of assessment tasks, including projects, quizzes, tests and 
class participation. The numbers on the grading scale represent the following values: 7-Excellent, 6-Very 
Good, 5-Good, 4-Satisfactory, 3+ and below-Failing. 
 
Assessment criteria developed by the Arts and Design Department are used in evaluating major 
assignments. 
 
Informal ongoing assessment takes place in every class. 
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Choral and Vocal Music – Grades 9-10 
 
Course Overview 
Through study and performance of choral literature, students will develop and improve their musical 
literacy, aesthetic awareness and creative expression. 
 
Course Content / Units of Study 
All year:  Students will work on sight-singing exercises from the text and on listening skills, vocal 
technique, vocal production, posture, breath control, articulation, and diction. 
           
Semester work:  Students will rehearse for the Winter and Spring Concerts. They will also rehearse and 
commit to memory a varied repertoire of choral music (different periods, styles, languages). Through this 
music, students will develop an understanding of the musical elements, standard notation symbols, 
genre, style, and form. They will also gain an understanding of the music from cultural, historical and 
social perspectives.   
 
Students will give at least three performances for the WIS community, and hopefully other performances 
for the greater Washington community.   
 
Assessment 
A WIS semester grade includes a variety of assessment tasks, including projects, quizzes, tests and 
class participation. The numbers on the grading scale represent the following values: 7-Excellent, 6-Very 
Good, 5-Good, 4-Satisfactory, 3+ and below-Failing. 
 
Assessment criteria developed by the Performing Arts Department are used in evaluating major 
assignments. 
 
Informal ongoing assessment takes place in every class. Self-assessment of videotaped performances 
will also take place. 
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Drama – Grades 8-10 
 
Course Overview 
Students will gain a general knowledge of world theatre and dramatic processes. Essential Questions that 
guide the course are: 

• How does theatre impact culture? 
• How do culture and community impact theatre art? 
• How does studying theatre affect my world view? 
• What do I have to say, and how can I say it through my theatre artistry? 
• Can I create affective theatre? 
• Does theatre have to be effective to succeed? 

 
Content / Units of Study 
Students will:  

• learn and apply theatre techniques and styles including improvisation, character development, 
playwriting 

• acquire skills that will boost self-esteem, group dynamics, confidence and public speaking ability 
• collaborate within an ensemble to create and express themselves and nurture creativity and 

expression in others 
 
Assessment 
A WIS semester grade includes a variety of assessment tasks, including projects, quizzes, tests and 
class participation. The numbers on the grading scale represent the following values: 7-Excellent, 6-Very 
Good, 5-Good, 4-Satisfactory, 3+ and below-Failing. 
 
Assessment criteria developed by the Performing Arts Department are used in evaluating major 
assignments. 
 
Informal ongoing assessment takes place in every class. 
 



  Page 16 

Design Technology – Grades 9-10 
 
Course Overview 
The overall aim of this semester-long course is to give students experience in using the design cycle to 
solve challenges that involve creating a product that will conform and perform to certain specifications. 
 
Content / Units of Study 
This course centers on two large-scale projects, both of which help to develop a student’s skills when 
designing for and working with various materials. 
 
9/10 DT, Year 1: 
 
Students will learn how to draw isomorphic and orthographic projections. They will then use those shills 
on two major projects. Firstly they will research, design, and model a new monument (of their choice) for 
the National Mall. Then they will move on to construct the seven parts of a Soma cube and investigate 
many of the 240 ways to put them together. If time allows, they will design masks they can then vacuum 
form out of polystyrene. 
 
9/10 DT, Year 2: 
 
Students will review orthographic and isometric drawing. They will then study airfoils and transfer that 
knowledge to the design and construction of a boomerang. A second project will involve designing and 
constructing a classic Pinewood Derby car and then evaluating its performance. If time allows, they will 
also investigate the possibility of redesigning a human arm or leg as a 1st or 2nd class level. 
 
For both projects, students will keep a journal in the form of a blog.  
 
Assessment 
A WIS semester grade includes a variety of assessment task. The numbers on the grading scale 
represent the following values: 7-Excellent, 6-Very Good, 5-Good, 4-Satisfactory, 3+ and below-Failing. 
 
Assessment criteria developed by the Visual Arts and Design Department are used in evaluating major 
assignments. 
 
Informal ongoing assessment takes place in every class. 
 
In Design Technology, students are also assessed on their written design brief and design specifications, 
their investigation, their three designs, their final design, their detailed plan, and the evaluations of their 
and their product’s performance. 
 
Assessment of use of proper, efficient, and safe construction practices are included. 
 
Finally, students are assessed on how well their product fits the design criteria as well as how the product 
performs as it was designed to perform. 
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Computer Programming, Systems and Robotics – Grades 9-10 
 
Course Overview 
In this course students explore the complex and intricate world of computer systems, computer 
programming and robotics. As a class, students will examine the information architecture involved in 
navigating and programming computer systems and the architecture of live web content management 
systems. They will have the opportunity to explore programming for games, website publishing, app 
development, beginning robotics and exploration of various ‘maker’ technologies. A culminating project 
emphasizes the students’ engagement with design thinking and documentation. 

Content / Units of Study 
Programming: Students will explore architecture of computing languages, their discrete functions, 
grammar and syntax. 
 
Computer Systems: Students will explore the evolution of modern computer hardware and software with a 
focus on current operating systems, information architecture and networks. 
 
Robotics: Students will expand their programming explorations to the application in autonomous 
hardware as well as the ethical implications of the use of autonomous machinery and artificial 
intelligence. 
 
Assessment 
A WIS semester grade includes a variety of assessment tasks including student blogging, individual and 
collaborative projects and reflection. The numbers on the grading scale represent the following values: 7-
Excellent, 6-Very Good, 5-Good, 4-Satisfactory, 3+ and below-Failing. 
 
Assessment criteria developed by the Visual Arts and Design Department are used in evaluating major 
assignments. 
 
Informal ongoing assessment takes place in every class. 
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Digital Design – Grade 9 
 

Course Overview 
This course introduces students to design techniques, skills and tools. Students will experiment with a 
variety of media applications and format and will be introduced to general design principles, applying 
them to in-class projects using common design applications.    
 
Content/Units of Study 
Each unit presents a major design concept coupled with a specific technology application.  Students will 
learn the concept and then apply it to a design project specific to that unit.  Throughout the course, these 
projects may potentially incorporate multiple applications.  Students are also introduced to elements of 
the design process. 
 
Topics in the History of Design:  Students explore aspects of major design movements throughout history 
and create projects reflecting these movements. 
 
Introduction to Principles of Visual Design:  Students are introduced to basic design theory and 
techniques. 
 
Introduction to Graphic Design:  Students explore periods and styles of graphic design and learn the 
basic functions of common design applications. 
 
Basic Digital Image Manipulation:  Students learn to capture and manipulate digital images. They learn 
the essentials of image editing programs such as iPhoto and Photoshop. 
 
Digital Presentations: Students will learn to combine still and moving images, sounds, and animations to 
create digital stories. 
 
Designing for the Web:  This is an introduction to basic web design principles. Students learn basic HTML 
coding and create simple websites using text editors. They are introduced to web development 
applications. 
 
Assessment 
A WIS semester grade includes a variety of assessment tasks, including projects, quizzes, tests and 
class participation. The numbers on the grading scale represent the following values: 7-Excellent, 6-Very 
Good, 5-Good, 4-Satisfactory, 3+ and below-Failing. 
 
Assessment criteria developed by the Visual Arts and Design Department are used in evaluating major 
assignments. 
 
Informal ongoing assessment takes place in every class. 
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Photography and Film – Grades 9-10 
 
Course Overview 
In this semester-long course students will explore the composition and creation of still and moving images 
through photography as well as narrative and documentary film. We will explore several photography 
genres including but not limited to portraiture, documentary and photojournalism. Through the study of 
photography students will examine the composition of still images and their relationship to film/video and 
the composition of the moving image.   
 
Our film/video explorations will include film analysis/critique, history and production. Film/video 
productions in this class will explore narrative, documentary and experimental film/video production and 
editing. Students will create three to five projects during the semester on topics that are both assigned 
and self-directed. 
 
Content/Units of Study 
Image Composition and Analysis: Students will learn the technical aspects of composing and creating 
both still and moving images using iPads and DSLR cameras. 
 
Story and Image: Students will learn to express their ideas through the intentional composition of still and 
moving images. 
 
Still & Moving Images as Communication: Students will develop their ideas through writing, screenwriting 
and storyboarding. 
 
Digital Photography and Film Production: Students will learn to use digital photography and film 
equipment, applying different techniques of light design, sound design, narrative composition, and editing. 
 
Assessment 
A WIS semester grade includes a variety of assessment tasks including student blogging, individual and 
collaborative projects and reflection. There is a culminating project in this course. The numbers on the 
grading scale represent the following values: 7-Excellent, 6-Very Good, 5-Good, 4-Satisfactory, 3+ and 
below-Failing. 
 
Assessment criteria developed by the Visual Arts and Design Department are used in evaluating major 
assignments. 
 
Informal ongoing assessment takes place in every class. 
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Journalism – Grades 9-10 
 
Course Overview 
Grade 9 Journalism meets five times each eight-day cycle for one semester. The first part of the semester 
is dedicated to helping students understand the basic precepts and modes of journalistic thought and 
writing. Towards the second half of the semester, students will begin to produce articles that will be 
submitted to the International Dateline (the Upper School newspaper) for consideration by the editors. 
 
Content / Units of Study 
The following topics will be addressed during the course: 

• exploring and explaining the function and variety of news and newsgathering in human society; 
• modeling and applying good journalistic practice; 
• collecting, analyzing and organizing discriminating research for articles; 
• appreciating and applying skills needed to conduct thoughtful interviews; 
• generating different types of articles using language and style appropriate for each 
• acting as peer editors; 
• managing time effectively; 
• thinking critically, creatively and independently; 
• working productively as members of a team; and 
• taking responsibility for one’s own actions and decisions. 

 
Assessment 
A WIS semester grade includes a variety of assessment tasks, including projects, quizzes, tests and 
class participation. The numbers on the grading scale represent the following values: 7-Excellent, 6-Very 
Good, 5-Good, 4-Satisfactory, 3+ and below-Failing. 
 
Assessment criteria developed by the Visual Arts and Design Department are used in evaluating major 
assignments. 
 
Formal and informal assessment will take place during the course. Effort is as important as the quality of 
actual work turned in, as it affects the final product. 
 
 


